Greetings Members,

We have an exciting year ahead of us, the United States of
America’s 250" year!! It all started when bold individuals started
banning together because the English King demanded more and
more while making life harder and harder. Placing their lives,
fortunes, and sacred honor at risk they declared independence from
monarchy with the American Dream, not yet materialized, as their
goal. Those first veterans of the Revolution set the course leading to
more freedoms across the globe then ever imagined in their day.

We as the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 496 in Kent are committed to do our part to uphold,
honor and remember all they, and every US Veteran since them, have sacrificed. Our role is to
support the American Legion in its mission and to complete our unique mission to educate,
equip, and empower the next generation of service members, leaders, and the greater Kent
community.

Join us for our meeting to hear the plans, share ideas, and chart our course for 2026.
WHEN: Thursday November 13, 2025
TiME:  6:00 pm
WHERE: Kent American Legion
1945 Mogadore Rd.
Kent OH 44240
In the front foyer between the Hall and the bar

Together we will:
Hear from our officers
Get updated on Programs
Review goal Progress
Hear from committees and their leadership
Collect dues for 2026 — we have a special for those who pay before Veterans Day!!

Department of Ohio President Renee Kohl (from our own District 14!!) has set the Theme of
2026 GNOME. You will see a lot of gnomes this year using them as a way to tell our American
Legion story, educate and engage society, and serve our veterans.

Giving
Necessities to
Our

Military
Everywhere

Please come prepared to find your place and be involved with our activities this year.
The National Auxiliary has established 6 Programs and 11 Committees.



Programs are mission guides for how to serve, who we serve
Committees are what we do to maintain the Auxiliary Unit, and garner funds to execute
Programs.

Below find a list of the 6 programs and 12 Committees of the American Legion Auxiliary. This is a
short list of the basic scope and duties of each taken from the Unit Handbook. There is a place
for you in one or more. Have ideas? Bring them with you. This is your Auxiliary and we want to
hear your voice, and work together to advance our mission.

PROGRAMS
AMERICANISM Program: Chairman Elayne Cross
The purpose of the Americanism program is to promote patriotism and responsible citizenship.

CHILDREN & YOUTH Program:
The Children & Youth program works collaboratively with The Legion to promote programs that
protect, care for, and support children and youth, especially those of our military and veterans.

COMMUNITY SERVICE Program: Chairman Brenda Smith
Support of community service projects of The American Legion post is a responsibility of the
American Legion Auxiliary unit.

ALA GIRLS STATE/ALA GIRLS NATION Program: Chairman Cyndi Underwood
ALA Girls State/Girls Nation provides an outstanding, unique, educational opportunity for young
women, instilling the basic ideals and principles of American government and good citizenship

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES Program
The ALA Junior Activities program inspires members aged 17 to become engaging, productive
members who will want to continue their ALA membership into adulthood.

LEGISLATIVE Program
The Legislative Program provides information and help to American Legion Auxiliary members
to advocate for the legislative agenda of The American Legion.

COMMITTEES
AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND Committee
The Auxiliary Emergency Fund Committee is to raise funds for Auxiliary Emergency Members.

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS Committee: Cyndi Underwood, Paula Miller, Laura Cunningham
The national Constitution & Bylaws Committee informs members about having proper
governing documents at all levels of the organization.

EDUCATION Committee
The purpose of the Education Committee is to promote quality education for children and
adults, with a special emphasis on children of veterans and servicemembers.



FINANCE Committee Chairman Elayne Cross
The purpose of the Finance Committee is to oversee the development and implementation of
general national financial policy of the organization and to provide oversight of budgeted funds.

HISTORY Committee Charman: Paula Miller
It is still vital that each unit collect and preserve the history of the American Legion Auxiliary
through photographs, documents, personal mementos, and other artifacts.

LEADERSHIP Committee

The purpose of the Leadership Committee is to find new leaders, develop existing leaders, and
enhance members’ knowledge to better equip members with the confidence and skills to carry
out the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary.

MEMBERSHIP Committee Chairman Brenda Ptak

The purpose of the Membership Committee is to promote the benefits of American Legion
Auxiliary membership and to retain and recruit a diverse, active membership to carry out the
American Legion Auxiliary mission and programs.

NATIONAL SECURITY Committee

The purpose of the ALA Security Committee is to maintain and promote a strong national
defense, strengthen our military families, and prepare our population for response to natural
and other disasters.

POPPY Committee

The Poppy Committee educates our membership and the public concerning the poppy’s
significance and the financial benefit for veterans, servicemembers, and their families through
its distribution.

PUBLIC RELATIONS Committee: Jeanette Hendershot
The Public Relations Committee works to create, implement, and support communication that
advances the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary to the public.

RISK & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE

The Audit Committee was renamed to the Risk & Compliance Committee to accurately reflect
the duties of a national committee and meet the governance expectations of the multi-faceted
IRS Form 990 for nonprofits. The national committee serves in a risk management role.

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION Committee: Charman Brenda Ptak

The Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Committee is committed to the promotion of programs
and services that aid and enhance the lives of veterans and their families, ensuring that they
may live their best life possible.



